




















HUKA LODGE

The rst of New Zealand s luxury lodges, Huka
Lodge is consistently rated one of the best in the
world. Its story begins in the 1920s when Irishman
Alan Pye discovered that great y shing could be
enjoyed on the Waikato River.

He built a basic shing lodge in Taupo in the
central North Island enough for his bedroom,
kitchen and a large dining room and guests slept
in canvas tents pitched over wooden slatted oors.
It was simple accommodation, but the shing was
enough to draw celebrities and public gures, from
the mother of Britain s Queen Elizabeth to Ameri-
can author James A. Mitchener, who is said to have
written part of Return to Paradise there.

It s easy to see how Mitchener might have been
inspired. The setting, just above Huka Falls, is
stunning. All around are snow-capped, volcanic
mountains, green lush wilderness, lakes and
streams. In 1984, the present owner, Dutchman
Alex van Heeren bought the lodge and set about
upgrading, setting the trend for New Zealand s
super lodges. There are 18 lodges today, set just

back from the riverbank. In the early morning the
ne mist that drifts over the surface of the water
creates a magical atmosphere.
The big attraction of Huka for many is still the
shing. The lodge arranges for trips on nearby
Lake Taupo. On their return, the day s catch might
be shared with the other guests as canap@s such
as smoked, baked or grilled trout nibbles. It s the

sort of talking point that brings guests together.
]

The Owner’s Cottage
at Huka Lodge (above)
sits above the Waikato
River (left)

Waikato River
Huka Lodge The
Owner’s Cottage

ARlRE

BRI - T 2 A ) B A A i 2R
1 O 2 BEIE R N S (HRAE

AtV Re - RO A R E RN R A
] Yk S A R T i 2 T o BB B R R 5
SRR — B8 o AR BT R - W AR B
EAYAETE - ERIZ T B 4% —YIRRK B
HEEEE - AL B E S5
BEIE LGB - R DA B v B L - b
2 i e ] — R 5% P (R B R o ik

ik 3 VST B 7% b O M 2 6 5 T St B »
kit QUL » BR T 76 SR i e s MORI oy £
T YIER T » BE R ERAR R B AR -

HER B R AR SRk - BELiE ¥ S A
—MRAH AR - SR IR R B R 5%
B EE - L ek i e
HIERHE - R B RL A B 52 - B 32 B
B E I DL i — AR — sk -

FRBIBruce ThomasonZ& AR LE
IR A 41 G B B - HL DURE BRI L
e o B LB A B P PR 6 T il SR 2
B o A - Thomasonibesg 35 fH: i fid
Z# > ffpl A EH#W Tchef's table) » &%
Tl R X A S A — 1

We Bt - S AT DLEIRR RO - B G 3
AR 8 DEE BT e R e %
5 LB R AT MRS 20k - A
Ko AEF W AR R R B B8 R TO A BN
ZRUPINMEE - TG 25K IBridal Veili# i
2 1 3 0 I S5 2 — D BE R Y T
K RN RAME R P TEK -

hodb B & ous YR OB @ UE AT 1
Wharekauhau - #.12{% 2590457 #i - B
T 1 32 5 P 2B A it — e 2 (4 406 R
51> SANGGEZ - $5 9 BB B B ek
AR AR > B TS LA i ST B st €
Yo TG R I A - I SH: AL o s B k3t
75 B SR B ORI o B v S B i A
BEPESE R > o B R S T AR TR R T4 85
At » T R A 5 58 26 TR B P 114 e

EEE R E AR - Bl R A fEPalliser
Bayi#gstiy T HEENR - 2 R R
2 BURIRE MM T E AR HER#RE
SRR R TR IR -

Wharekauhau®#— {8l 24t - 48 R
2,226 A8 (EFTHARITASBIREN

R - TR E R 1Joe Houghton
TE3E MRS TH0% 4R » BiE i LB a4
o B LA M PR
I b 1 ok 25 B R 2 P (Y B4

Cape Pallisery i s 5 i 5 i B i
A - 7 WA W DU LN P PR i 7
A RO R - A BUE AT HAORS SR 5 A1 i
5> A i¥IRuamahunga RiveriZ g4t
PRAE - BN P B iy PR A R 0 -
T LS e - PR G B G i )

R db B kb i AT HuUka Lodge 2 Altvg
AT 05 ) 58 4 M ]+ [ ¢ 58 v
— RIS 2B - R AL Huka# m il L
- MHE BRI SR BRI kil
I WHE R B SRR - R —
A 18R IRR » faf R T - IR AR
AR AR PA B B ISR a i Rz -
#EHuKkai S AA B IES 2 — i
i ey DA B B A i S 223 0 3 Bl A 7 - T
LBy TR o BB R A A gt
TSR EHAE R =

JANUARY 2010 DISCOVERY 33






